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Outline  of  the  Genealogy 
of  the  first  four 

Generations  of  the  Branner  Family  in  Virginia. 

BY  JOHN  CASPER  BRANNER. 

Kcpriatcd  {rom  ibe  SiUsNANOOAH  VAI.I.UV,  New  Market,  Va.,  Dec.  i,  1904. 


Herewitb  is  given  au  outline  of 
the  genealogy  ot  tlie  Branner  faiu 
ily  ol  Virginia,  A full  bi:>tory  and 
genealogy  is  in  preparation,  and  it 
is  expected  Ibat  it  will  be  pub* 
li.sbed  some  time  during  tbe  year 
1905.  Tbe  present  uutline  is  pub- 
lished principally  for  ibc  purpose 
of  oblaining  fuller  iiifortuaiioii  re* 
gurding  certain  branches  of  tbe 
family,  and  especially  concerning 
Casper  Branner  and  bis  wile  CatU* 
crine  ol  (be  fust  getierntioii  and 
concerning  Ibeir  ancestors. 

Cuuioiuuications  iipou  the.se  .sub- 
jects may  be  addrc.ssed  to  J.  C. 
Braouer,  Stonfotd  University,  Cal- 
ifornia. 

Much  valuable  aid  has  been  giveu 
by  nearly  every  one  to  vvbom  lei 
lets  ol  imiuiry  have  been  sent,  but 
special  ttiiuiks  lor  help  are  due 
Miss  Miunie  I’ngb,  of  Broadway, 
nud  Miss  Auuit  C.  Drauuci,ol  Fur- 
cstvillc,  Va.  The  most  valuable 
papers  nnd  books  have  beeu  cuu-. 
Iriliuted  by  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Braiinct 
and  her  lumily  near  Tiiiiberviltc. 

Two  briHiclies  of  tbe  fumily  are 
not  given  further  than  the  second 
generation  : these  are  the  deaceud- 
nntsul  Michael  Branner  and  bis 
wife  Christina  Arey,  and  of  Chris- 
tina Branner  who  married  Tbuiuas 
Hinton,  junior.  Tlic  descendants 
of  Michael  Branner  are  omitted 
because  be  moved  to  Tennessee 
about  1799  and  none  of  bis  many 
descendants  ever  settled  in  this 
parlol  Virginia.  Nothing  is  given 
conecraiDS  the  descendants  of 

iws.  iHrniin  nnti  cnn.uinn  pran» 
ucr,  because  uotbing  is  known  of 
(hem. 


1-TKST  GENERATION. 

CASPER  BRANNER,  born  about  1739; 

died  prior  to  Oct. 
35,  1793;  tnarried 
CATHERINE  (ZIRKLE7)  who  died 
alter  Sep  9, 1799. 

Casper  Branner  received  a grant 
ot  land  from  Lord  Fairfax  which  is 
dated  August  4.  1760.  The  land 
is  souih  ol  the  town  of  Forestville, 
oud  a part  ol  it  is  still  in  possession 
ot  the  family. 

No  documeut  has  been  fouud  in 
Casper  Brnnner’s  name  earlier  than 
this  Fairfax  deed.  There  is  one 
legend  iu  the  family  tbatlbey  came 
to  whnt  is  now  Sbeuandoab  county 
fiom  South  River  ; another  legend 
is  that  they  came  to  Virginia  from 
Lancaster  county,  Pennsylvania. 

The  records  have  been  examined 
io  the  county  clerk's  office  at  Lan- 
caster, Pa.,  and  ut  Spotsylvania 
Court  House.  Orange.  Staunton, 
Harrisonburg,  and  Woodstock, Vn., 
wiibout  anything  definite  in  regard 
to  their  earlier  history  having  been 
found  lu  old  sigo'aiures  in  Ger- 
man script  tbe  name  is  almost  in- 
variably .spelled  Brenner;  while 
the  early  olficial  documents  have 
it  Braoncr. 

It  will  be  noted  that  there  is  a 
question  as  to  whether  Casper  Bran- 
ner's  wife's  maideo  name  was  Zir- 
kle.  Professor  Milton  Zirkle,  of 
Forestville,  to  whom  tbe  writer  is 
much  iudcbled.  suggests  that  she 
was  a sister  of  Michael  Zirkle;  but 
so  far  as  is  known  there  is  nodoc- 
umeatary  evidence  bearing  on  tbe 
subject. 

The  oldest  family  Bible  that  has 
been  found  thu.s  far  was  that  of  tbe 
efder  son  John  Branner,  of  the  sec- 
ond generation  This  formerly  be- 
longed to  Mrs.  Sarah  Pence  Myers 
at  Forestville,  his  grand-daughter. 
I'nfortunatelv  tbe  family  record,  if 
it  ever  contained  one,  has  been  re- 
moved. and  it  is  not  known  what 
became  of  it. 

It  mav  be  added  that  alt  tbe  old 
books.  Bibles,  hymn-books,  prayer- 
books.  etc.,  are  in  the  Gc^an 
language — not  Dutch  as  is  fitea 
supposed. 


SECOND  GENERATION. 

Children  of  Casfier  Branner. 

JOHN  BRANNER,  b.  Aug.  is,  1753; 

d.  Apr.  20,  1837  ; m. 
Calherine  Harpine,  b.  April  3,  17^3  ; 

d.  January  i,  1S17. 
They  lived  on  the  original  Fair-  • 
fax  grant  made  to  bis  father,  the 
place  of  the  lale  Ca>per  Branner, 
near  Foreslville.  They  are  both 
buried  iu  the  Solomou's  church- 
yard. On  tbe  louibstone  her  name 
is  spelled  Cbatarina  Breuner.  They 
are  tbe  ancestors  of  all  Ibe  Virgiuia 
Dranuers. 

CHRISTINA  BRANNER,  b.  ?;  d.  ?;m. 
Thomas  Hinton,  Jr. 

All  trace  of  this  branch  of  the 
family  has  beeu  lust.  The  name  is 
given  as  Hinton  in  a deed  dnted 
Sept.  10,  1799,  but  an  old  note 
found  among  family  papers  has  the 
signature  spelled  Henion.  Itseems 
that  they  weui  to  Ohio  between 
■ iftAc  hut  it  jg  not  kuown  4 

to  what  coanty. 

MICHAEL  BRANNER, b.May  12,1764; 

d.  March  19,  1839;  m. 
Christina  Arey  November  39,  1785. 

She  was  born  in  Vir- 
ginia Feb.  — 1764  ; d. 
in  Ga  . Feb.  13.  1S57 
They  went  to  East  Tennessee 
about  1799  and  settled  on  tbe 
Frenchbtoad  river  at  DauJridge, 
Jefferson  co.,  where  they  brought 
up  a large  family  of  children. 

Christian  Arey  was  the  daughter 
of  Godlip  (Gottlieb)  Arey  who  was 
the  half  brother  of  Wm  Arey  who 
married  Polly  Stowers,  of  Philip 
Arey  who  married  Elizabeth  Zirkle, 
of  Susan  Arey  who  married  Reuben 
Long,  of  Polly  Arey  who  married 
Henry  Moyers  and  of  George  Arey 
who  married  Mary  Koogler. 

At  present  nothing  is  known  of 
tbe  ancestors  or  other  members  of  • 
tbe  family  of  Godlip  (or  GoU- 
lieb)Arey,  except  that  Christina  f 
Arey’s  sister  Elizabeth  married  , 

I Philip  Long — theonewhowasboro  ' 

I Dec.  18,  1743,  and  died  Feb,  5,  j 
I 1836.  It  also  seems  that  Godlip  ' 
Arey  was  twice  married,  that  bis 
daughters  Elizabeth  nnd  Christina  ' 

; were  by  his  first  wife,  and  that  be 
I moved  west  after  bis  second  mar- 
riage; just  where  be  went  is  not 
known.  , 

ELIZABETH  BRANNER.  b.  Aug.  25.  | 
1766;  died  Mar.  8,  I 
1794;  married  ' 
Abraham  Harpine.  b.  Dec.  it,  1764,  < 
d.  January  23.  1809.  I 
They  ere  said  to  have  lived  near  ' 
what  is  DOW  called  Moore's  Store, 
Shenandoah  county.  Va.  Tbe  name  1 
appears  to  have  been  Hetpein  orig-  J 
inally  ; it  is  spelled  both  Herpciu 
j and  Herpine  in  the  diary  of  Rev. 

' Paul  Henkel,  tbe  mannscripl  of 
' which  I have  been  kindly  permit- 
ted to  examioe  by  Messrs.  Ambrose 
L.  and  Elon  O.  Henkel,  of  New 
Market,  Va. 


THIRD  GENERATION. 

Children  of  John  Branner. 

Casper  Bban.xer,  b.  January  28, 1774 ; 
d- July  7,  i8j8;  martfed 

Eve  R.  K.supp,  b,  September  15, 1782  ; 
d.  June  I,  1851. 

She  is  sometimes  spokcu  of  as  Effy 
Kuopp  iu  note*  aud  documents.  They  j 
lived  in  Shenuudouh  couuly  near  Broad- 
way. 


^f3o.V-S~ 

FOURTH  GENERATION. 

Children  0/  Caster  Branner. 

Mary  Branner,  b.  Aug.  14.  1S07:  d.  May  t.  1S77  ; m.  John  Arebart  b.Vfi’i 
d.  Dec.  13.  1S73.  They  liv-ed  near  Titulierville  and  bad  nine  children.  *.  .* 
Eliiflbeth  Branner.  b.  Aug.  14.  1807;  d.  June  3.  1877:  in.  John  Drauner.. 
a twin  sister  of  Maty.  Tlieylivedtwn  miles  from  Timhervillc ; theybn^mr 
George  Branucr,  b.  April.  1810;  d.  March  17.  i86i;  m.  Rebecca  Chrisnini 
1,  1814;  d.  May  14,  1876.  They  hnd  eight  children. 

Rebecca  nramicr,  b.  July  14.  1817;  d.  Sept.  14.  18S7 ; m.  Nason  Iltrp!^. 
1808  : U.  April  13,  t .75.  They  bad  five  children  ; Ihcyan  burinl  at  Kad^ls 


i.b.Aim. 


Philip  Branner,  b.  April  15.  1775 
d.  July  7.  ibsS  ; married 
Elizaqbtii  Arehart.  b.  1767;  d.July  . 
31, 1840. 

Philip  is  buried  in  Rader'schurcliyanl. 


Children  of  Philip  Branner. 
I.  Mary  Mclite,  b.  ? They  bad  on 


Philip  Ilrauuer,  b.  ? 
ucnr  MIddletowu,  Ind. 

Collicrii 

Sarah  Rranncr,  b.  Dec.  at.  1795;  '1-  May  14,  184a;  m.  Johu  Bible,  b.  Oct.  i.  17 
d.  Dec.  39,  1853,  They  had  eight  (?)  childrcu  of  whom  iuformQtiou  is  lackitie  • c 


e lirauDcr,  b.  Jan.  15,  1794;  d.  ? i 


done  sou  IouollV\q,who  died 
Neff,  b.  ? They  had  two  cUil- 


m.  Elif-ibclh  Brni 
i1  nt  R'sr's  churcl 
57?  in.  aJargarct  : 


. b.  Aug. 

church. 

Shownlicr,  b. 


buried  at  Rader' 

John  Branner,  b.  .Aug.  4,  1799:  d.  Feb.  16,  iSfio; 

14.  1807;  d.  June  3.  1877.  No  chiUKU  ; both  buried 
Jonathan  Branner,  b.  Feb.  ?i8ll;  d.  June  13,  tSS??  _ 

April  14,  1808.  They  lived  near  Bro.sdwoy;  two  children. 

Magdalene  Braoncr.  b.?  d.  Feb.  II.  1S35;  m.  Jacob  Neff,  b.  ? d.?  They  had  two 
children,  Joliu  aud  Elizabeth. 

Eliznhclh  lirdnucr,  b.  Feb.  3,  1S03;  d.  June  30.  1863 ; m.  Joseph  Vouiit,  b,  Inu.  10 
1790:  d.Jao.  18,  1863.  They  arc  buried  at  Aloue,  Rockbridge  cuuiUy,  Va  • ihcv 
bod  four  children.  ' ■' 

Mary  Btaiincr,  b.  Oct.  2,  1S04:  d.  Dec.  24.  1876;  m.  Diu-id  Atincnlrrml.  b Sepl 
10.  1809:  d.  Aug.  3.  1867.  Lived  on  Dry  Fork.  Va.;  Ihcy  hod  five  children, 
filidincl  Branucr.  h.  Sept._S.  1S07;  d.  ilay  5,  1881;  in.  Lydia  SbmunUct.  b.  April 
•••  " ' ’ of  Bfoadwu)%ud  had  icu 


Maria  Macdalhsa  Branner,  b.  Dec.  f 
*77®;  d.  Mar.  4,  1852  ; married 
Aurah.am  Jo.nes,  b.  Aug.  39,  1777;  1 

d. i86i.  r 

They  arc  buried  at  Solouion'fr  church-  j 
yofd  near  Forestville,  Va. 


Children  0/  .Viirij  Magdalena  Brat. 


John  Jones  in.  Mary  Fnnslcr. 
Eliznhclh  Jones  m.  A'litin  Audci 
Sornli  Jones  ui.  Jncoh  Miller. 
Thoiiins  Jones  III,  — Bowers  ; m. 
CDllicriiic  Joucs  111.  Jacob  Bowm 


r and  elbraham  Jones. 

Phoebe  Joucs  111.  Michael  Miller, 

Polly  Joucs  m.  Muses  GcU. 

Eluora  Joucs  did  not  ninrry. 

. Anna  Jones  ui.  Nusc  Kerliii. 

Even  Jones ui.  Satah  Bowers;  ui.  Rcbeccn 
Goode. 


Christina  Bhanner,  b.  April  3.  1778; 


Maria  Branner,  b.  Dec.  3.  1779-  I 

1 ? married  ' | 

Hknrv  Leonard.  April  17,  1798. 
Nothing  IS  known  of  this  family;  ihe  s 
dulc  of  birth  is  Inkeu  from  Rodcr'schurch  1 
"iril.nnd  the  date  of  marriage  wnsrmiiul 
the  inauusclipt  diary  of  Rev.  Paul  I 


Children  of  Christina  Branner  and  eldam  Bineharl. 
EmnnucI  Rinehart  m.  Rebecca  Smooker. 

Joiinllian  Rinehart  died  single. 

Lydia  Riiielirirl  in.  George  W.  Watkins,  lu  April,  1845,  they  were  living  ii 


Miami 

:ounly, 


Mary  Rincliarl  m.  Chrisliati  Swartz;  Ihey  went  to  Missouri. 

^ Cntborinc  Riuclmrt  m,  Joseph  Needles;  in  184a  they  were  living  iu  Miami  county, 

1 1842  they  were  living  iu  filonlgomcry  couuly, 


ARAii  Branner,  b.  June  20,  1786- 
d.  June  36,  1863  ; married 
JOHN  Pence,  b.  Jan.  4.  1780 ; d.  Ocl. 
>'  sA  iK«S.  « 

Both  buried  in  Solomon's  churcliyotd 
icar  Foreslville,  Va. 


1. 

Children  oj  Sarah  Branner  and  John  Pence. 

I Michael  Pence,  b.  Feb.  17.  i8-«.  d.  Ocl.  4.  1838;  ni.  Nnucy  Kcrllu,  b.  Nov.  39, 
I 1813;  d.  Ocl.  20,  183B.  They  had  four  children. 

2,  1811;  d Jan.  10,  1839;  in.  Michael  Zirkle.  They  had  two 


- b.  F« 

Catherine  Pence,  b.  Dec.  la,  1812;  d.  Nov.  7,  1845 
two  children  and  liveil  near  Foratville. 

Lydin  Pence  died  unmarried, 
iiarritoii  Peace  immiAriwi  ____  _ 
Jonathan  Pence,  b.  Aug.  3,  1818 ; d Not.  31 
near  Poreilville  aud  had  two  children. 

Sylvanoa  Pence  never  married. 

Ambtosc  Pence  never  mnrned. 

Mary  Pcucc  ui.  John  Pilicoiuyert  and  lived 


I.  John  Peters.  They  lisd 


; li.-saTsii  jtiTtir  TfiiirtrvJT- 


Mt.  Jackson.  They  had  leu  chiU 


JoH.N  Branner.  h.  May  39,  1791;  d. 

April  I.  1859  ; married 
Eli/auetu  Mowry,  b.  July  22,  1801 ; 
<1.  Dec.  6,  1870. 

They  lived  ou  the  old  Casper  Branucr 
homestead  uoar  Forestville,  Sbeoaodouh 
county.  Vo. 


' Children  oJ  John  Branner. 

Silos  Ilrauuer,  b.  Nov.  18,  1821 ; d.  Nov.  24,  1867 ; m.  Nancy  Estep.  They  livetl 
near  Furcstville  and  hail  six  children. 

Jwinli  Branner,  b.  Feb,  i.  1.834  : d.  June  i,  1890;  m.  Blicnbelh  Archart,  b.  Jnn,  7, 
1838.  Their  six  sous  live  with  Mrs.  BrAuncr  ucnr  Tiuiberville,  Va. 

Kebecen  Branner  d.  uiiniarried  March  11,  1891. 

Miigdslcuc  Hraiiiier  lives  near  Forestville,  Va. 

Sarah  Branucr  m.  George  Riiikcr  and  went  to  Ohio. 

Anna  Brainier  d.  unmarried  in  1854. 

Casper  Brnmier,  b.  April  3u,  1835  ; d.  Nov.?  1809 ; m.  Margaret  Stover,  b.  Ocl.  18, 
1844.  They  have  five  children  and  live  ou  the  original  Fairfux  hind  near  Forestville, 
Vo. 

Philip  Branucr,  h.  Dec.  2.  1836 ; d.  Aug.  4,  i83i  ; m.  Mary  Estep,  b.?.  They  had 
three  children  and  lived  near  Forestville,  Va. 

Elizabeth  Branner,  b.  Oct.  24,  1838;  m.  Jounthan  F.  Zirkle,  b.  May  10,  1831.  They 
have  four  cbildren  end  live  near  Forestville,  Va. 

Michael  Branner,  h.  Sept.  32.  1840,  lives  near  Forestville,  Va. 

Cotberiue  Branner.  b.  Feb.  ii,  1843,  lives  near  Forestville.  Va. 

Sophia  Branner,  b.  Dec.  20, 1845,  lives  with  her  brother  Michael  near  Forestville,  Va. 


Children  of  Elisoteth  Branner  and 
AhrahatH  Harpine. 

Lydia  HAkrise.  b.  April  13,  1785  ; d. 
May  6,  1863  ; married 
Gkurcr  Bastbulv,  Jb.,  b.  Dec.  20, 
>781 : d.  March  39.  1830, 

He  was  for  30  years  a Lutheran  clcrgy- 
mau.  They  seitlefl  in  Green  county, 
Teno.;  both  are  buried  in  Sc.  lames 
churchyard  in  that  eounty. 


Children  of  Lydia  Harpine  and  George  Easlerly. 

Abrahnm  Easlerly  died  at  the  age  of  fourteeu. 

Eliubclb  Kssterly,  b.  Feb.  g,  1810;  d.  OcL  16,  1848;  m.  Cornelius  Smelser.  They 
lived  in  Green  couuty.  Teiiu.,  and  bad  five  childreu. 

JonathAo  H.  Easterly,  b.  April  34,  i8u;  d.  Sept.  7.  1887;  ni.  Catherine  Renner. 
They  bad  nine;  children  and  lived  in  Green  county,  Tenn.  One  of  them,  Mr*.  Sal. 
he  Easterly  Miichell,  of  Caney  Branch,  Teon.,  bos  fornisbed  most  of  the  iufornintloa 
. concerning  the  families  of  her  father  and  grandfatfaer. 

Philip  H.  Easterly  m.  Elizabeth  Neas.  (Infonnation  lacUng.) 

Reiibeu  M.  F.ostcrly  m.  Susan  Malone.  They  had  seven  culldren  and  lived  at 
Almcdii,  Greeu  county,  Tcnn. 

Ambrosu  G.  Easterly  m.  Eliza  Malone.  They  lived  near  Parrotlsville,  Tcnn.,  ond 
had  nine  children. 

Hufo*  Boaterly  m.  Aonie  i no  cbildren. 

Magdalene  Basicfly  m.  Benj.  F.  Neas  ; ten  cbildren. 

V Rachel  Easterly  m.  Johu  Reece ; five  children  tiviog  in  Cocke  coanly,  Tcnn. 


Jonathan  IIariine.  b.  May  <1,  1789  ; 
d.  May  7,  185a  ; marriol 

Sl-SANNA  LlNDAMOOD,  b.  — ~ I782; 

Jn'y  »S.  i»‘5» 


CaTIIRRINI  HABTINS.b.  Apr.30.i79l; 
d.  April  1 1,  ; Burned 

JO«XPK  Nkha 

This  family  livol  for  some  time  ta 
Greeu  county,  Teao  ; they  are  aaid  t» 
bare  gone  from  there  toMtsaouri  between 
Ifiyoaud  1833.  All  farther  trace  of  them 
has  been  lost. 


I'  Children  of  Jonathan  Harpine. 

Abraham  Harpine  mar.  Susan  Zirkle.  They  lived  near  Moore's  Store,  Va.,  and 
bod  seven  children. 

Elizabeth  Harpine  m.  George  Bowman. 

Calherine  Harpine  tn.  Sloses  Bowman. 

Mary  Uariiitic  UI.  Jacob  Long.  They  lived  near  Moore's  Store,  Va.,  and  had  fivo 
children. 

Rebecca  Harploe  m.  John  Whitmire.  They  bad  four  cbildren. 

J Lydia  Harpine  m.  David  Fausler. 

I Philip  Harpine  m.  Blizahctb  Garber.  They  are  said  to  have  lived  near  Cowan 
I Station,  Kuckiogbam  county,  Va. 

I I*«ac  Harpine  m.  B.irbsra  Wine.  They  had  twelve  cbildren,  all  of  whom  were 
Iwn  in  Sbenaodoah  county.  Va.  One  of  their  sons,  Joseph  M.  Harpine,  of  Moore'a 
Store,  has  furmshed  much  inforniaiion  concerning  the  family. 

Jacob  Harpine.  b.  May  ir,  1623.  Uvea  near  Moore's  Store.  Va. 

Sarah  Harpine,  b.  March  3,  1832,  died  unaurried  March  31,  1866. 


Phiup  Harpi.nb,  b. ?.  d.  Jao. ?; 

mariied 

Hv-K ?.  b ? : d.  Jan.  i8.  1840. 

Nothing  is  known  of  this  branch. 
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